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hat gets our attention is what ultimately shapes us, and that’s concerning when you

consider the following two statistics:
1. According to a collaboration between the American Bible Society and the Barna
Group, 66% of American adults only engage with the Bible once a month or less
(29% never read it).
2. Meanwhile, according to a 2021 study by uswitch.com quoted in Forbes magazine,
American adults are averaging 58 minutes per day on Facebook alone.
Why does something like Facebook get more of our attention than the greatest story ever told?
The answer: Most people feel overwhelmed by the Bible, and when we feel overwhelmed,
we tune out. That’s why at Walking The Text, we’re creating resources and experiences to help
people read the Bible with clarity and confidence.
The Bible is the clearest picture we have of who God is, who we are, and the kind of lives
God means for us. That shouldn’t feel intimidating. It should feel exhilarating!
In this short report, you’ll see how God is allowing us to make a significant impact in the
lives of many, and there’s no way we could do it without your generosity and partnership.

With Gratitude & Joy,

2

STORIES
IMPACT

OF

By supporting Walking The Text you’re making an impact
on thousands of people. We’re consistently blown away by
what God is doing in people’s lives through The Teaching
Series, the Study Trips, the Speaking Events, and more.

MYLIFESPEAKS IN HAITI
“I’ve been following The Teaching Series for quite a while and have benefited
tremendously from it myself. Calling Haiti home and running a ministry
here is not your normal life, but I couldn’t imagine anything else. Many
days, however, are full of trauma, tragedy, and difficult moments. Add to
this gang wars, violence, kidnappings, and government collapse and you
find yourself second-guessing everything at times.
Our family talks often about how following Jesus’s call isn’t safe, nor should
we expect it to be. When Brad shared that very teaching, I shared it with our
staff, board, and friends of the ministry. It was such an encouragement to be
reminded that God is with us each step of the way, even when the steps are
difficult. Our family would rather be in the most difficult situation in the
middle of God’s call and will than in the most comfortable setting without
Him.”
Mike Wilson
CEO/Founder, myLIFEspeaks
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HELPING SMALL
GROUPS
“Our small group has been through several of The Teaching Series
studies and we are currently watching The Journey. The depth and
context are amazing. Everyone in our group agrees that the Bible
teaching is some of the best and most relevant available. We are
challenged and humbled every week.”
Darren Wilson
Mount Dora, FL

INFUSION BIBLE
CONFERENCE
“I attended the IBC with two of my friends and we so enjoyed
our time! The preparation of each of the speakers blew me away.
It was unbelievable. When I read Scripture, I’m able to take pieces
and bring it together, but this took it ten steps farther. My love for
Paul, but ultimately my love for God, grew so much. Whether it’s
understanding the context of Bible or the preparation and insight of
the teachers, IBC is just brilliant. I will be attending again next year
for sure!”
Rachel Cruze
Author, host of The Rachel Cruze Show
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STUDY TRIPS
We lead in-depth study trips to Israel and Turkey every year.
COVID-19 continued to impact our ability to lead trips in
2021, limiting us to only one trip instead of our usual three.
Over the last two years, our waiting list has grown, and we’ll
soon be expanding our capacity to lead more trips each year.
“Without

knowing

what

to expect and not knowing
anyone in the group, we were
a little apprehensive but still very
excited for this trip. It was not only
amazing to visit the places we read about in
the Bible, but to actually experience the culture and context
of God’s Word deepened our faith and increased our
understanding of the depth of God’s love for humanity. We
also got to live out God’s calling for unity with our group.
What started as a group of strangers transformed into a group
of friends that encouraged, strengthened, and journeyed in
faith together. We came home with a greater understanding
and conviction of how we should live our lives in Christ. We
encourage everyone to make this investment and experience
the powerful and transformative returns.”
– James and Milly Do
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SPEAKING
EVENTS
Brad spoke at over 15 events this year, ranging
from churches to conferences to professional
teams to companies, both in-person and
virtually. He also appeared as a guest on several
different podcasts. Many of these speaking
events were recorded and uploaded to
our website. In all, over 30,000 people
were impacted by these teachings.

Last year we launched a new partnership with Church of the City (COTC) that allowed us to
host the Infusion Bible Conference at COTC’s beautiful, state-of-the-art facility in Franklin,
TN. Over 400 participants joined us to explore Paul and His Roman World, and we offered
a virtual live stream option for the very first time. One of our strategic goals from the 2020
Impact Report was to grow the profile of IBC while increasing attendance so we could
train even more people in context.
After a phenomenal conference in June, Southeast Christian Church in Parker,
Colorado contacted us about hosting IBC a second time in 2021. Partnering
with Southeast has not only allowed us to expand our audience and train
more people in context, it’s also helped us secure a second venue for IBC in
2022!
Our IBC faculty team is growing as well. We’re thrilled to announce Dr. Cyndi
Parker as the newest member of the IBC faculty for 2021 (she was part of our very
first IBC in 2017). Dr. Parker is Professor of Holy Land Studies at Israel Bible Center. She’s
an expert educator and writer specializing in the land and context of the Bible, trips
to Israel, and the theology of place. She is also the host of Context Matters
and the Israel Bible Podcast (both of which you should subscribe to), and
we’re grateful to welcome her wisdom and voice back to the Infusion
Bible Conference!
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STUDIO
RELOCATION
One of the core components of understanding context
is being able to visualize what’s happening in the Text.
That’s why utilizing stunning visual imagery has been a
centerpiece of how we invite people into the world of
the Bible. But like all young organizations, we’re on a
budget! Initially, our film studio consisted of a corner
of Brad’s home office. Imagine being thirteen minutes
into take five when your neighbor decides to fire up his
lawn mower. Yep, pretty much! Such is the life of the
home office film studio.
So, our Creative Director Marc Naugler—who is part
Spielberg, part Jesus, part MacGyver—put together a
plan that would help us expand our studio capabilities
at a minimal cost. By relocating our studio from a
corner in Brad’s office to a room in Marc’s house, we
were able to quadruple the size of our filming space,
add studio level lighting, utilize multiple set designs,
shoot with two cameras, and add a full editing suite
and workshop.
As you’ll learn in the Metrics section of this report,
we’ve experienced dramatic growth in engagement with
our Teaching Series content, and your support has been
a critical piece in making that happen.
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Having shared countless phone conversations, trips to Bible lands,
and last-minute teaching prep calls, Brad the Haired (Nelson) and
Brad the Bald (Gray) have dreamt of combining their shared love of
the Bible in order to work together for more than ten years. Nelson
is a member of the Infusion Bible Conference faculty and will begin
leading Israel Study Trips for Walking The Text in 2023. Nelson is
beyond grateful for the opportunity to join Walking The Text and
prove that “people with hair know stuff about the Bible too.”

GROWING OUR TEAM
Despite the continued impact of COVID-19, we’ve been blessed
to expand our team to include Brad Nelson as our new Content
Director.
Brad and his wife Trisha have been married for 19 years and have
three daughters (Braylen, Clara, and Charlotte). He’s spent the last
20 years serving the local church as a pastor, most recently founding
Brick City Church in Ocala, Florida in 2014.
“The Brads” as they are sometimes called, met as freshmen at
Cornerstone University and formed a lifelong friendship. To alleviate
the confusion of having two Brads on one team, Brad Nelson answers
to “Nelson,” “The other Brad,” “Brad #2,” or “Brad the Haired.”
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AROUND THE
WORLD
In the beginning of our journey, we were only reaching a few countries. Currently, we’re impacting people
from countries all around the world (light brown). These are our Top 10 (dark drown):
1.

United States

5.

Australia

9.

Malaysia

2.

Philippines

6.

Canada

10.

Cambodia

3.

India

7.

Singapore

4.

United Kingdom

8.

South Africa
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METRICS
We’ve experienced a ton of growth over the last year! Here’s a snapshot
of all that’s taken place.

Email Subscribers
Number of people who have subscribed to our email list,
downloaded the eBook, and receive The Teaching Series episodes.

2020: 9,015
2021: 15,811
68% Increase

The Teaching Series

Speaking Events

Number of video views on YouTube and the website.

Number of people engaged at a live event.

2020: 48,958
2021: 113,400
131% Increase

17 events | 30,000+ people

Social Media
Engagement across Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube.

61% Average Increase
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A NEW
ADVENTURE
VIDEO SERIES
Last year we shared with you that we were working on a new video
series designed to bring the adventure of the Bible in its original
context to life. Throughout human history, entertainment has been
the place where the masses are assimilated into what is considered
normal and culturally acceptable. But what if we could place the
Bible at the crossroads of culture? In a world of cheap thrills, we’re
going to invite people into the greatest story ever told in new and
unexpected ways!
At this time last year, the project had gained serious momentum.
However, the lingering impact of COVID-19 forced us to postpone
the filming in the Middle East not once, not twice, but three times!
In the meantime, we put the extra time to great use by building a
strong relationship with our production company (Evolve Studios),
fine-tuning our pilot episode, and getting a head start on the writing
of future episodes. What’s more, we just returned from filming the
Middle East portion in Israel and Egypt, and we couldn’t be more
thrilled with how it went! The editing process is underway, and we’ll
have more exciting information to share with you in the new year.
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THE
TEAM

BRAD GRAY

APRIL GADDIS

Founder & Executive Director

Executive Assistant

MARC NAUGLER
Creative Director

BRAD NELSON
Content Director

This is the team that keeps
making it all happen.

SHALLON GRAY

JOSUE UTRERAS

Bookkeeper

Spanish Team Lead

ALEX TILLARD
Graphic Designer & Digital Marketing

THE
BOARD
Our board keeps us
accountable and pushes
us to move forward.

GARY GRAY

RICK LYONS

NATE YOUNG

Founder & CEO of Gray
Institute and the
Free2Play Academy

President of Kintsugi
Advisors, former Executive
VP of MasterCard

Senior Vice President of
Design & Ideation for
Newell Brands
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HOW YOU CAN HELP
As you can see, it’s been a year of tremendous growth for us. And the kinds
of opportunities in front of us right now are the result of God’s grace and
a whole lot of support from you! Your partnership is critical to the success
of our mission to help people understand the Bible in its original context.
From the start, we’ve operated with a small budget. But with the growth
we’re experiencing, we need the resources capable of helping us realize the
audacious goals God has given us. To make this happen, we’re asking you
to partner with us. You can do that by praying, by sharing our content with
others, or by supporting us financially. With your support, we can help
even more people engage the Biblical Text in deeper, more meaningful

PARTNER
WITH US

ways so they learn, love, and live it out in their daily lives.
We are beyond grateful for your partnership and support!

CLICK HERE TO DONATE
Walking The Text is a registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization.
All donations are tax-deductible.
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Brad took this photo (unedited) on the last day of the filming
trip. The Egyptian locals were crying and saying they’ve never
seen this at the pyramids before. This was one of many moments
where our team felt the favor of God in unimagined ways!

hello@walkingthetext.com
PO Box 1962
Spring Hill, TN 37174

